
‘Safe Environment’ Permission Form 

 

Dear Parents of 9th grade Confirmation students, 

As you may know, the possibility of sexual abuse of children by adults is one that has shocked us in 

recent years, especially when that abuse takes place in a church setting.  While the Catholic Church 

considers such abuse a serious sin, it is also sometimes a criminal act.  The Archdiocese of Dubuque is 

dedicated to do whatever is necessary to stop this abuse. 

To this end, the Archdiocese has mandated that all faith formation programs offer a lesson on ‘Safe 

Environments’.  This lesson addresses the topic of sexual abuse of minors by adults in a way that is age 

appropriate within the context of our faith, which teaches that all human lives have dignity and value, 

and that our bodies are sacred.  The lesson for ninth graders includes identifying kinds of touching that 

are morally acceptable and those that are not, and what to do if they suspect that an adult is relating to 

them inappropriately.  We will give them a handout from the Archdiocese with this information which 

they may bring home to discuss with you, a discussion that we recommend. 

This lesson is not required for Confirmation students.  However, we need your permission for students 

to attend this session, if that is what you wish.  It will be taught for the first 15 minutes of class on 

Wednesday, January 5, which starts at 8:00 PM.  We will need your written permission for your 

daughter or son to attend this session.  Please sign below.  If you do not wish your child to attend this 

session, please have them come to the rest of this Confirmation class at 8:20 that evening.   

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 

contact me to discuss it. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary K. Ducey 

High School Religious Education Coordinator 

St. Joseph’s Church 

1430 14th Street 

Marion, IA  52303 

m.ducey@dbqarch.org 

 

 

Permission for Safe Environment Lesson 

(Please return with student on Wednesday, January 5, or by mail or email before that, if you wish.) 

 

My son or daughter, _________________________________________________, has my permission to 

attend the ‘Safe Environment’ lesson at St. Joseph’s Church on Wednesday, January 5. 

 

Signed:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 (Parent’s signature)     (date) 
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